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RICHARD MANSFIELD

tinued:  "But she would spend all my money for bric-a-
bracs!"

uThe Misanthrope" was now ready, and it was acted
the fourth Monday evening, April lo,1 and throughout
that week.    Mansfield had no illusion about the possible
popularity of the Moliere classic.    He presented it for the
pure joy of acting Alceste, for the satisfaction of adding
Moliere's name to his repertoire, and as a gratuitous
thank-olfering to his public.    This was the first time that
a comedy by Moliere had been acted on an American
stage   in   English   by   professional   artists.   A  comedy
founded on "Le Malade Imaginaire" and called "The
Hypochondriac" had been acted occasionally in an early
period of the American theatre.    The translation of "Le
Misanthrope" by Katharine Prescott Wormeley was used.

The performance in every character and every detail
provided an intellectual and artistic occasion of pure joy.
How he did work on everybody and on everything with
the pains of Fragonard on a panel! What intelligent
response from the artists! What a delightful ripple of
appreciative merriment all the evening long from the audi-
ence! And the critics responded with praise that crowned
his high intention and execution. It was even more popu-
lar than he had anticipated, though it was designed essen-
tially for the few.

Mr. Richard Mansfield.
Mr. A. G. Andrews.
Mr. Leslie Kenyon.
Miss Eleanor Barry.
Miss Irene Prahar.
Miss Gertrude Gheen.
Mr. Morton Selton.
Mr. Arthur Berthelet.
Mr. Hamilton Coleman.
Mr. Henry Wenman.
Mr. Francis D. McGinn.
Miss Mildred Morris.

The cast was: Alceste Philintc O route Cdlim&ne Eliante ArsinQe* Acaste Clitandre
	
	
	
	
	

Basque Dubois An officer
	
	
	
	
	

A Maid
	
	
	
	
	

and if I can endure
